Am I My Brother’s Keeper?:  Researching the Nanny State and Social Behavior
Arts & Sciences 137, Freshman Seminar

Autumn Quarter 2008, 2 credits

Location: (TBA)

Instructor



Office
Cynthia J. Preston


280E Sullivant Hall, 1813 N. High St.

e-mail




Office Hours 

preston.7@osu.edu


(to be determined)
Course Description: Have you been ticketed for not wearing a seatbelt? Do you depend on your son’s teacher to tell you that he is obese? Ever ordered a drink in a restaurant and been denied service because you were pregnant? And, perhaps most important, are you willing to fight for your right to consume ‘biggie fries”? While it is true that the government has a responsibility for the safety and welfare of its citizens, how much is too much? Where do you stand on the concept of “personal responsibility”?  This class is designed for discussion, not debate. There is no right or wrong, nothing is black or white. Come share your opinions and experiences with your peers. 

Optional Text: (will be available on Closed Reserves) Harsanyi, David. Nanny State: How Food Fascists, Teetotaling Do-Gooders, Priggish Moralists, and Other Boneheaded Bureaucrats Are Turning America into a Nation of Children
Course Policies: Regular attendance is expected since it will have an impact on class participation, which accounts for a substantial portion of your grade. Students will be divided into small groups and each group will be responsible for giving an oral presentation on one of the selected topics. The final project will be an annotated bibliography on one of the topics (selected by the student) discussed in class. Students will read five journal articles and provide a citation and brief annotation per article, each entry being worth ten points. Articles related to weekly topics will be posted (full text) in Carmen.
Weekly Outline: 
Week 1: Introductions; distribution/discussion of syllabus; course overview; introduction of basic research skills.

Week 2: Topic – Smoking

Week 3:  Topic – Food Police

Week 4:  Topic - Seat Belt Laws/ Helmet Laws

Week 5:  Topic - Adult and Childhood Obesity

Week 6:  Topic - Playground “Safety”

Week 7:  Topic - Genetic Testing
Week 8:  Topic - Alcohol – Drinking Age/Pregnancy

Week: 9 Topic - To be determined by class

Week 10:  Final

Assignments:
Class Participation: 30%
Oral Presentation:   20%

Final:                       50%
Grade Assessment Information: letter grades will be assigned (A+ = 98-100 pts., A = 93-97 pts., A- = 90-92 pts., B+ = 88-89 pts., B = 83-87 pts., B- = 80-82, C+ = 78-79 pts, C = 73-77 pts., C- = 70-72 pts., D+ = 68-69 pts., D = 63–67 pts., D- = 60-62 pts., E = 0-59 pts.)

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).
Cynthia Preston is an Assistant Professor of Bibliography with the University Libraries. Her current research is in the area of diversity in Librarianship, for which she gave a recent presentation at the 2007 American Library Association (ALA) Conference in Washington, D.C.  She is a regular guest lecturer at the Kent State University School of Library & Information Science, Columbus Campus and is an OSU alumnus who particularly enjoys working with undergraduates.

